THE STORY OF THE TELEGRAPH                   10T

In the work previously referred to, Ronalds proposed
that telegraph offices should be established throughout the
kingdom. "Why," he says, "has no serious trial yet been
made of the qualifications of so diligent a courier? and, if
he should be proved competent to the task, why should not
our kings hold counsels at Brighton with their ministers
in London ? Why should not our government govern at
Portsmouth almost as promptly as in Downing Street?
Why should our defaulters escape by the default of our
foggy climate? and, since our piteous inamorati are not
Alphei, why should they- add to the torments of absence
those dilatory torments, pens, ink, paper, and ppsts? Let
us have electrical conversazione offices communicating with
each other all over the kingdom if we can.''

It would have been pretty well impossible to have made
a more accurate forecast of the part now played by the elec-
tric telegraph in our daily life. The different residences of
her Majesty are connected by telegraph wires with the gov-
ernment offices in Downing Street, and ministers can com-
municate with their subordinates, or be recalled upon occa-
sions of emergency, from any part of the kingdom or from
abroad. The telegraph has become one of the most efficient
aids to the detective police force, and many a time has it
happened that a thief or a murderer has succeeded in getting
into a train for some distant seaport on his way to America
or elsewhere, only to be stopped on arriving at bis destina-
tion by detectives who had received his exact description
by telegraph. If the criminal succeeds in getting out of
the country, even if he goes as far as the Antipodes, he will
generally find on arriving there that his description has pre-
ceded him, and he may not improbably be actually met on
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